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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

January 4, 2009 Hershey, PA  - The Pennsylvania Wireless Association will present it’s first ever Utility Siting Forum on January 15, 2008 from 8:00 a.m. – 5 p.m. at the Hershey Lodge, West Chocolate Ave. & University Drive, Hershey, PA.

Registration is $35.00 which includes lunch, and membership in the Pennsylvania Wireless Association in required. Membership is free of charge. Sign up at www.pa-wireless.org/join.php.  A complete agenda for the event can be found at www.pa-wireless.org/events.php .  

Hosted by PWA's Education Subcommittee, utility, carrier, and vendor panelists and topic leaders will cover a wide range of issues and considerations that will be of particular interest to any wireless siting professional who deals with utility structure attachments and uses of utility rights of way.  
The Utility Siting Forum kicks of the PWA’s new series of programs.  These programs will include FCC and OSHA training geared toward wireless professionals, and a whole range of forums and sessions covering a wide range of topics of interest to anyone with a professional interest in all aspects of wireless infrastructure deployment.

According to Committee Chair Doug Barnett, “The PWA membership and our Carrier Steering Committee have guided us in establishing our educational program. In 2009, this program is going to fill a long time void in the tri-state region for a source for comprehensive, cost effective professional training and useful, relevant, and timely wireless industry forums and panels

Attachments to utility rights of way - regulated joint use, unregulated Transmission and hybrid distributed antenna systems (DAS) - are increasingly considered viable due to technology evolution, site densities and regulatory realities. 
While the attachments are increasingly viable, they are not always attractive to the carriers, utilities, vendors or even regulatory parties governing them.  Our goal is to create a constructive environment where the utility landlords, carriers, tenants and vendors can get to know each other outside of the box of specific site applications and schedule pressures, and appreciate each other's priorities and processes a little better.  
The Forum will encompass four separate panel discussions:

 - Regulatory Environment, 
- Macro Site/Transmission & Substation attachments, 
- Micro & DAS Site/Distribution attachments, 

- Vendor perspective on utility siting issues

The Pennsylvania Wireless Association was established to promote positive wireless industry awareness among Pennsylvania’s private and public sectors.  These include mobile service subscribers, wireless service providers, industry vendors and services suppliers, and local and state government officials and agencies.  Association membership encompasses wireless carriers, site providers, tower companies, equipment vendors, construction companies as well as engineering, legal and site acquisition firms,  membership in the Association is open to any organization or individual with any level of professional involvement in the wireless industry who is interested in its positive development and advancement.
 According to President Chris Pleibel, ”The Utility Siting Forum is the first in a series of forums on issues and matters that are crucial to the continued growth of the wireless telecommunications industry in Pennsylvania.  In 2009, we will be following up with a number of forums, all covering topics that are both current and significant to all stake holders in the wireless field.
The Pennsylvania Wireless Association is the first association in the Commonwealth that brings together the individuals and organizations that are doing their part every day to build, maintain, and enhance this critical facet of our state’s infrastructure upon which so many other drivers of the state’s economic growth depend.” 

 

The Personal Communications Industry Association (PCIA), and various committed industry professionals are responsible for the State Wireless Association Program (SWAP) initiative, which kicked off first with the founding of the Tennessee Wireless Association in 2001.
 

For more information or to become a member (which is always dues-free), go to the Association’s website at www.pa-wireless.org 
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